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Brevities. 

... A very able memorandum of eight pages octavo 
on the Russo-Japanese conflict was sent by the Berne 
International Peace Bureau to the powers, urging them 
to a joint mediation between the two powers, as provided 
for in the Hague Convention. 

. . . The Parisian daily, La Paix, has now become in 
fact a peace daily and will hereafter be the organ of the 
French Parliamentary Arbitration Group. Mr. Raqueni, 
the distinguished general secretary of the Franco-Italian 
League, has been made its editor-in-chief. There ought 
to be a great peace daily in every capital of the world. 

. . . Having disposed of the two new cruisers which 
she was building, in accordance with her disarmament 
agreement with Argentina, Chile has decided to spend 
the ten million dollars which the cruisers were worth in 
the enlargement of her commercial facilities by the in- 
crease and improvement of her docks. This action gives 
one some conception of what might be done for the im- 
provement of the condition of peoples in many directions 
if the nations could only be brought to discontinue the 
spending of such enormous sums on armaments. 

. . . The thirty millions of dollars which it is proposed 
to spend on new war vessels during the next fiscal year 
— one battleship, two armored cruisers, three scouting 
cruisers, and two colliers — is nearly ten millions more 
than the entire cost of college and university education 
in the United States for one year. 

. . . Secretary Hay's proposal that " the neutrality of 
China, and in all practicable ways her administrative entity, 
shall be respected " by Russia and Japan, and that " the 
area of hostilities shall be localized and limited as much 
as possible," has met with favorable responses from all 
the powers to whom it was addressed. 

. . . The Brazil- Bolivia dispute over the Acre terri- 
tory, which a few months ago threatened serious con- 
sequences, has at last been peaceably adjusted. In the 
treaty Brazil cedes to Bolivia three thousand kilometers 
of territory in the State of Matto-Grasso, to give Bolivia 
direct communication with upper Paraguay. Bolivia is 
also to receive ten million dollars. Acre will be ad- 
ministered by a governor under the Brazilian govern- 
ment. An arbitration tribunal composed of one Bolivian, 
one Brazilian and a minister of some foreign power will 
settle all questions which may arise over the territory. 

. . . The army appropriation bill which passed the 
House of Representatives on the 25th of January carried 
in round numbers seventy-five millions of dollars. The 
navy bill, passed February 25th, carries just under a hun- 
dred millions. 

. . . The first annual meeting of the Kansas State 
Peace Society was held at Wichita, in the Friends' Uni- 
versity, on the 22d of February. Addresses were made 
by President Stanley of the University, President Will 
of the State College, and Dr. George W. Hoss, President 
of the Society. The meeting was one of much interest, 
and resulted in the addition of a considerable number of 
new members of the society. A set of vigorous resolu- 
tions were passed which have reached us too late for in- 
sertion in this issue. 



. . . Mr. Charles M. Pepper, who was sent by our 
government as a special commissioner to the various re- 
publics of Central and South America in the interests 
of the proposed Pan-American railway, has returned to 
Washington after an absence of ten months. He says 
that the project is not only feasible but much nearer 
realization than is commonly supposed. 

. . . Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society, gave an address on " International 
Arbitration" before the Twentieth Century Club of 
Chicago on the evening of February 3. On the 6th he 
addressed the members and friends of the Chicago Peace 
Society at the Woman's Club Rooms. On Sunday even- 
ing, the 7th, he spoke on " The Federation of the World" 
in AH Souls Church, Langley Ave. On Monday even- 
ing, the 8th, he gave his address on Arbitration before 
the Faculty and Students of the Law School of the State 
University of Illinois at Urbana, and on the 9th and 
10th repeated the address at Indianapolis and at Rich- 
mond, Indiana. 

. . . The French Canadian Chamber of Commerce at 
Montreal recently voted the following resolutions, after 
hearing an address by Dr. Thomas Barclay : 

"The meeting hopes that the application of this pacific 
means (arbitration) may receive the approval of all men who 
love their country and humanity. It invites our government 
to leave no means unemployed to secure the reference to the 
Hague tribunal, in all possible cases, of all differences and 
disputes, particularly between the British Empire and the 
United States." 

. . . Mr. Poultney Bigelow, who has just returned from 
Europe, says, according to the press reports, that among 
the oflicial classes of the Old World not a friend of the 
United States can be found. And further, that the 
United States and Germany are drifting towards war 
with each other. Poultney has said something of the 
kind before, and he seems to be one of the chief con- 
tributors toward the calamity which he prophesies. 

. . . An international arbitration society was formed in 
Chicago about the middle of last month, the particular 
purpose of which is promotion of a treaty between this 
country and Great Britain. Among the members of the 
organization are President Edmund J. James of North- 
western University, president; J. M. Dickinson, Robert 
T. Lincoln, and Lambert Tree, vice-presidents ; Robert 
Catherwood, secretary ; and on the executive committee 
Judge Grosscup, President Harper, Richard Harlan, J. J. 
Herrick, David J. Jones, John V. Farwell, Victor F. 
Lawson, E. C. Keith and John R. Walsh. 



The Demon, War. 

BY EDWIN ARNOLD BRENHOI/TZ. 

The demon, War, has doomed the race, 

Has damned the race, 

Enslaved the race! 
Through ages past his hated face 

Wore no disguise; 

Before the eyes 

He seized his prize, 
And men applauding praised, 
And altars to him raised. 
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The demon, War, has cursed the race, 

Has culled the race, 

Has conned the race ! 
At times he hides his hated face : 

In business guise, 

Before men's eyes, 

Seizes his prize, 
And men applauding praise — 
New altars to him raise. 

Behind the peaceful mask he wears 
There is the demon and his snares. 
He conned the race, saw tender hearts; 
He culled the race by hunger's darts; 
He cursed the race for frantic fools 
That would not openly be tools, 
But would betray into his hands 
All people, property and lands 
If much-loved mask were worn — 
Look ! it is from him torn. 

He hates the mask, for War is bold : 
His method force, not bought and sold. 
Enslaved the race to Business stands, 
And doomed, delivered to War's hands — 
And forced to do his loathsome deeds 
In face of Peace who pleads and pleads; 
Who pleads with us, "Be more than wise: 
Shall this disguise hide him from eyes? 
Scarce dare he show his face this day 
Lest men refuse to brothers slay 
On battle's bloodstained field — 
Look! he is here revealed." 

Stand forth, O War, not now concealed; 
Stand forth, thy hideous front revealed ! 
We fear thee, dread thee, but will dare 
Thy utmost power in combat fair. 
In peace and love all men should be; 
If fight must we, it shall be thee. 
Thou art a cruel coward caught 
Disguised behind gilt trappings wrought 
By Business for thy proper use. 
The sight of thee calls forth abuse; 
For, loving Peace, we would not fight; 
But thou on earth art mortal blight, 
And war must die or we — 
This combat sets us free. 

O War, whatever thy disguise, 

We hate thee, loathe thee, and despise. 

We pity people praised by thee 

As those who never will be free. 

Enslaver, thou thyself art tool 

And scarecrow used to daunt that fool 

That dares not claim his rights for fear 

Thy horrid head should then appear. 

Thou braggart strutter saying, " I 

Have caused mankind to rise so high." 

That lie immense should Satan choke 

As larger than he ever spoke, 

And we this day deny thy claim 

And all man's baseness on thee blame. 

O War, that woe and want attend, 

Thou hast not one unpurchased friend! 

Peace on thy grave shall stand, 

Triumphant in a loving land. 



The Peace Movement. 

From the Boston Herald. 

Although the newspapers of the day are more occu- 
pied with rumors of war than with the doings of peace 
societies, it is true, notwithstanding, that the agencies at 
work for the preservation of peace between nations and 
the overthrow of the war spirit are also extraordinarily 
active all over the civilized world. For one thing, the 
meeting in Washington last week of a large body of active 
supporters of the making of an agreement between this 
country and Great Britain for the submission of differ- 
ences that may arise between the nations to settlement 
by arbitration is an example of that activity in this coun- 
try. The gathering was enthusiastic and serious in its 
purpose. Over its deliberations presided that distin- 
guished and conservative diplomat, John W. Foster, and 
the body was made up of a large number of men recog- 
nized as among the leading citizens of the land, includ- 
ing many presidents of colleges and persons widely 
known for their eminent public services in official and 
unofficial public life. 

The time has gone by when any person of intelligence 
and sobriety sneers at peace societies. They are com- 
paratively modern institutions, the earliest having been 
organized since the overthrow of Napoleon at Waterloo. 
The shock to the moral, and as well to the economic, 
sense of mankind of the ambitious career of injustice, 
cruelty and destruction of the greatest of modern war- 
riors caused these societies to be started in several places. 
They were humble in their origin, and the magnitude of 
the cause they advocated, — nothing else than universal 
peace and the abolition of war as an instrument of na- 
tional progress, — made them the object of contemptuous 
regard. But they were founded in the spirit of Jesus of 
Nazareth, and aimed to accomplish good instead of evil 
for humanity. 

To be sure, they have not yet abolished war ; but what 
an immense growth they had, and what a pervasive in- 
fluence they brought into being, before the end of the 
nineteenth century! They have exalted and promoted 
the ruling ideals of Christianity in all countries that are 
called Christian, and correspondingly they have lessened 
the prevalence of the delusion that war is the natural 
and worthy business of states. Monarchs and statesmen 
can no longer surely court a universal popular approba- 
tion of unjust war, even if it does appear to promise the 
sordid glory of conquest and aggrandizement. The pro- 
pagandists of peace have had powerful allies in the 
developments of industrial and scientific progress. This 
was to be expected, for all movements making for the 
true welfare of mankind are helpers of each other and of 
the common aim. 

Now an unjust war is a world scandal and a reproach 
to all who are responsible for it. Fortunately, there is 
a body of intelligence in the common people of civilized 
nations that is competent to expose hollow pretexts and 
brave to condemn them. It may not always be done 
promptly, but it will be done surely ; if not in time for 
prevention, in good time for reprobation and condemna- 
tion. In this twentieth century ambitious makers of his- 
tory must have a care what kind of history they make, 
whether it will redound ultimately to their honor or 
their shame. The passion and frenzy of the time will be 



